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Theme of friendship
Friendship is a feeling of love and care towards another person, wishing them well and offering a shoulder to lean on during challenging times. The wise say no man is an island, in this life people have to make friends to share their life experiences and also to help each other facing our day to day life experiences. However, friendship does not always end up as it is expected. At times instead of friendship to bring a feeling of security, love and eliminate loneliness, it is sometimes a source of sorrow and heartbreak.It may, in turn, lead to people being withdrawn and avoid the company of others.This theme of friendship is seen all over Augustine’s confession book where he has interacted with many people, and they get along and later they may turn out to be great friends. Friendship may result in making life better but also in case of death or betrayal; it may destroy one’s life.
There are many reasons and the results of friendship as illustrated in the context. The main reason for friendship is the fact that no man is complete, that we need each other to fulfil our needs. We tend to make friends in our quest to satisfy our needs. The narrator says that he had a woman who they were not lawfully married. “I had found her in my state of wondering desire and lack of prudence” [Augustine, p 53].

We see that the narrator had sorted the company of this lady because the lady could fulfil what he desired. We also see that later on, he found another lady whom she fell in love with, and this time he felt the need of having a companion. At times, one may find a partner whom they share the same interests with; this may also be a start of a new friendship. In the narrative, we see that when Nebridius met the narrator, they realized they had the same interests, and both were in search of wisdom. It is probably the reason why their friendship grew, that made them even want to live together. 
Also, the need for a companion and the need to share our world with others is another reason for friendship. At times we seek friends so that we may not spend our days here on earth lonely. We need people to share our joy with and also to help us get through difficult times. Sometimes all we need is just company.
There are various forms of friendship high lightened in the text; one of them is that of age-mates, people who probably grew up together. The narrator reveals that when he began to teach in his hometown, he came to have a friend who had grown with him as a boy and had even gone to school together. Usually, people make friends at a younger age, which later develops with time. Hence, we also understand that the narrator and Nebridus were age mates. It was derived from the fact that they were both not married and even the fact that they all had similar interests.
Another form of friendship evident in this text is one between a man and a woman. It is the type of friendship that may grow stronger as the individuals may fall deeper in love with each other which may also result in marriage. In the text, we find instances, where the narrator met, gets involved with women for different reasons. In the first instant, the narrator had a woman whom he was faithful to although the narrator did not have plans to marry her. In the second instance the narrator feels he would like to marry, and he finds himself a lady whom he loved very much, she was two years underage, but he was willing to wait.
The friendship between a ruler and the people is another form of friendship in this text. It is a type of friendship which is brought about by the positions we hold in the society or at our workplaces. In the book, there was an influential senator who kept many under his influence by bribe or terror. He had gained so many associates and used his power in acquiring things which by the law were unlawful. We find friendship between a master and his slave boy. Alypius had a slave boy who was living with him. Consequently, shows that there were some ties of friendship binding them together. In our lives today, we may make friends on our regular line of duty. For better communication, we find a way to relate better with people whom we work with this eventually build up friendships.
Another form of friendship is that which is spiritual. It is the type of association seen between the narrator and his love for Jesus Christ. The narrator has a firm belief in Christianity, and he believes that there is a healthy relationship between him and God, for he believes that God has always been with him and had never left him even at his worst moments.
From the narration, we can deduce a few benefits of friendship in the society. One of the benefits of friendship is that it connects people with common interests. The narrator says that his friendship with his childhood friend grew very strong due to the common interests they shared. In our daily lives, this will help us live a better life. When we connect with people who we share a common goal, it will be easier for us to share ideas and so, make it easier to work hard towards achieving our common goal. It is also a source of joy spending time with people who you understand each other as one is free to express their views for his friends too share similar views as him. People tend to feel that they are out of place when they find themselves surrounded by people with a different opinion as him. 

Another benefit of friendship is that through friendship we learn from each other. Friendship offers one a platform to share and gain wisdom from each other’s life experiences. In the narration, we see that the narrator and his friends used to communicate a lot about their life experience and they would advise each other on how to handle situations. At one point we find that the narrator is interested in getting married but his friend after getting to know about it, he discourages him strongly.  Because he felt that if his friend marries it might divert his friendship from him and also he might forget about his desire and love for wisdom. In our modern society friendship is a very crucial thing in our lives. It is through friends that we share our inner thoughts and hidden experiences, and this makes it easier for us to face our daily challenges with a lot of ease.
	Friendship also helps us achieve our goals and assists us in fulfilling our desires. There are some things which no matter how hard we desire them one cannot solve them by themselves as they must involve the presence of another person. An example in the narration is the desire of the narrator wanting to fulfill his wish of having a family. Such a desire cannot be fulfilled by him alone; he needs someone with the same interest as him to achieve the ambition. In our day to day lives, there are some goals to be met; one cannot handle them alone. More so, because one may be able only to fulfill one part and must find another person to play their role in fulfilling the remaining portion. Hence seeing a friend who would help play a position you are not able to help us fulfil our desires and plans. 
Friendship also brings joy in the society. The connection between people creates a field of understanding among them.The moments' people share with others and spend time together engaging each other in talks give them happiness that helps them forget about the sorrows in their lives. In the narrative, we see that Alypius was so fond of the narrator that he was against him marring because he knew this would distance his friend from him.
 It reveals that Alypsis enjoyed the company of the narrator that is why he did not want to get separated with him. We also see that the narrator is greatly disturbed after separation with his other woman and this brings him a lot of sadness. Nevertheless, the company of the lady brought happiness to the narrator’s life.
Friendship is essential in our lives today as it promotes sharing. Not only do friends share advice, but they also share with each other’s personal property and share each other’s trouble. In most cases in our generation today, most friendships are based on people who share to help each other acquire things that maybe they would not have achieved by themselves.
 At times the friend who has got plenty would share with the others, or even others contribute to raising enough for one of their own. Found in the context where the narrator illustrates to us that they had a group of friends and after discussions, they organized and raised all they could; they put it all in one treasury and in sincere friendship nothing was private property as had been agreed that what they had belonged to them all. That was an excellent gesture as they helped carry each other's burden thus making it lighter for everybody and no one is left to carry their load. Friendship also leads to a state of caring and worrying about one another’s wellbeing. Friends have good plans and motives for each other.
Friendship may also result to unpleasing circumstances which include dependence.It refers to a state where one is so used to having something that it may seem impossible for them to go on without them. Friendship may cause a significant dependence on the parties involved such that, when one is not around the others cannot properly function as they are not used to operating without the other. It is quite a big problem since at often people are separated due to many issues affecting our livelihood. If people have spent many years together, this may create the tendency of dependence. 
In the narrative, a situation of dependence is revealed. “All that I have shared with him was without him transformed into a cruel torment” [Augustine, p 57]. It showed that the narrator since he was friends with him from the day they were young had grown to be so dependent on each other such that when his friend died, he was so broken. Friendship is a wonderful thing, but we should be aware that at some point separation. We should learn to be strong and independent because rarely do friendships last forever.
Another demerit is that friendship may be a source of sorrow. In cases where friendship is broken due maybe to death, lack of loyalty or any other reason, it may lead to depression as one’s hopes and trust might have been crushed. Betrayal may also lead to people completely lose faith in every other person thus driving them to live a miserable life after that. We see the narrator is quite grieved by the loss of his friend which almost made him lose hope in life. In life, we should be careful not to break peoples trust as this may damage them much. Also in life, we should always be ready for disappointment because they occasionally do occur and we should learn to accept them. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]At times some friendships are not for mutual benefit; one of the parties may be using the position he has to manipulate the other into doing what will only favor him while oppressing his partner. In the case of the senator, he managed to gain a lot of friends as he had the power to manipulate them by bribery and by intimidating them. We are notified that he later uses his influence for his gain unlawfully. It is clear that the senator did not care and was taking his people for a ride using them only to get what he wanted.Even in our society today some friendships are of this nature where just one party benefits from the friendship while the other is oppressed. I think people should be bold enough to stand against such friends and break the relationship if it is not favouring them.

In conclusion, friendship is a beautiful thing, it brings pleasure and joy, but it also may cause deep wounds hard to cure. Friendship may also be constructive and even at times destructive. We should learn to choose friends with whom we have shared interests, and we should be careful while doing so. A friendship that is not productive or oppresses one side should be avoided. It should be noted that every party is essential in a friendship.
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